some detail. Outstanding among the later sections are those dealing with glomerular disease, infections of the urinary tract and hypertension. In the first of these, diagrams representing electron microscopic appearances in various forms of glomerulonephritis are most helpful and offer much for the student struggling with morphological classifications in this group of disorders. Immune mechanisms involved in glomerular disease are also clearly described. The chapter on hypertension provides a wealth of theoretical and practical information. It might be ambitious to expect even the senior student to absorb it all, but benefit would be gained from trying.
Throughout, the presentation of this reasonably priced multi-author book is clear and concise. It has been a pleasure to read it for review. There have been five editions of this textbook in 23 years, an average of one every 4{ years. The dilemma of contemporary authorsdue to the speed of advance even in the limited field of coloproctologyis that the choice lies between new editions or supplements which would destroy the purpose of having a definitive text in one volume. This book is the definitive one within the field because Professor Goligher's approach is to include in his survey of each subject the relevant literature from authorities worldwide, and then to declare his own position from his personal experience. This gives one the comfortable feeling that one cannot go far wrong in following his footsteps. And yet it can lead to an embarrassment of riches when, for example, considering such topics as pilonidal sinus, or rectal prolapse, on which there is no general agreement. To be as objective as possible he includes the old and the new; for instance, while condemning the Mikulicz-Miles type of rectosigmoidectomy he describes it fully because it enjoys a vogue elsewhere. On the other hand, the detailed approach to the understanding of a rational treatment for such a humble but ubiquitous condition as haemorrhoids should leave the reader in no doubt as to what is best for his patient. Those who have entrenched positions which are assailed may feel aggrieved, but at least they get a mention through the excellent and comprehensive bibliography.
The length of the book is the same as the 4th edition but the whole-page format has been changed to two columns, which is easier to read. The drawings that illustrate operative technique are excellent, as are the photographs of diseased tissue and X-ray plates, 150 of which are new or improved. Mr H Nixon again contributes his first-class chapters on congenital deformities, megacolon, and other anomalies of the colon, rectum, and anus in children, and Professor H Duthie collaborates in writing the chapter on anatomy and physiology.
Anyone needing a comprehensive and authoritative text on the surgery of the anus, rectum and colon must have this book in this edition. How long can one man encompass the breadth of the subject, and can we look forward to the miracle of a sixth edition? The diagnosis of patients with liver disease has been made much more accurate by the introduction of laboratory methods ranging from the most simple, such as the serum bilirubin estimation, to the most complicated, such as nuclear magnetic resonance. The present book gives an account of all possible techniques including the most important of all, an accurate clinical evaluation. Material is presented in a novel way. First come chapters on diagnosis according to the function of the hepatocyte, the biliary system, and hepatic circulation. Immunological factors and fibrosis complete the section. The next part deals with methods for aetiological diagnosis such as infections or metabolic disease. Then come descriptions of the various techniques available, particularly hepatobiliary imaging, endoscopy and liver biopsy. Finally, the syndrome approach is given, with accounts of cholestasis, ascites, portal hypertension and hepatic encephalopathy.
The chapters are well written. All the authors have high international-reputations. Has the book succeeded in offering an up-to-date presentation of diagnostic approaches to the patient with liver disease? It certainly makes interesting reading for those with a basic knowledge of liver disease. The medical student, junior doctor or non-specialist may find it more difficult. The novice actually wanting to learn how to perform new techniques may not find the information sufficiently detailed. The
